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other than industrial matters, that should, and in due
course will, come into effect as the necessary correlate of
such an advance in technological efficiency, and on the other
hand that the people with the new-found material efficiency
has not come in for the wasteful and inhibitory habits and
fashions with which in the course of time the same tech-
nological assets have come to be encumbered among those
peoples who have long had the use of them. There is no
'need of quarrelling with either view. Seen as a phenomenon
of habituation, and so of the growth of use and wont, the
two supplement one another. They are two perspectives of
the same view. And the difference between the case of Ger-
many and that of the British, and indeed of the other in-
dustrially advanced peoples of Europe, is of this nature.
The German people have come in for the modern tech-
nology without taking over the graces of the modern in-
dustrial culture in which this technology belongs by right
of birth 5 but it is at least equally to the point to note that
they have taken over this technological system without the
faults of its qualities.
Wherein the case of Germany falls short of the measure
of experience and cultural maturity that has come to the
English-speaking peoples, or in other words what the Ger-
mans have escaped in having stood to one side of the oar-
rent of material civilisation in the West, is best to be seen
in contrast with the case of the English people through the
period of this technological growth. The racial derivation
of the two peoples is the same, and their cultural ante-
cedents are identical through antiquity, down to a late
period in the pagan era. Even in the Middle Ages the ex-